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DATES TO REMEMBER…

October 26, 2023
Last day of weekly garbage pickup


March 31, 2024
Road fees due


[image: Giudicare: com’è difficile ! | Frz40's Blog]
If you need to drop off your garbage, the Rosewarne Landfill site is located just off Taylor Road @ 1062 Rosewarne Drive, Bracebridge
Hours:
Mon- Fri 	8am-4:30pm
Sat 	9am-4:30pm
Sun	11am-4:30pm




If you are interested in volunteer opportunities with the board, please contact admin@ balsamchutes.com  







Message from the President

Thank you to the members who attended this year’s AGM in June. The turn out was the largest I've ever seen, and it was great to meet some new people and talk to some old friends. I am happy to be back for another year and I am grateful to the other Directors who volunteer their time. I would like to extend my sincerest thanks to Dan Sgro for his time on the Board and welcome Bob Mahon as a Director. Bob and his wife have been on the road for years as cottagers and it is great to have him represent our seasonal Members.

Having lived here for almost 20 years, I can confidently say that year to year the road has consistently improved, especially given the consistent increase in traffic. However, like everything else, the cost of road maintenance (both summer and winter) has risen. Despite the challenges inflation has posed for many, 2023 saw the highest pay rate in years. We sincerely thank everyone for paying their road fees! Our road fees is the Corporation's capital - it is the only income we have and it all goes back into the operation of the Corporation and the maintenance and improvement of the road.

Winter on the road is beautiful, but it can be isolating. Please lookout for your neighbours and continue to use Facebook as a place to build community. Need a boost or a driveway blown? Going away and need a pet sitter? The BCRA Facebook page is a perfect place to look. Should you have any concerns or questions about the day-to-day operations of the road or the Board please feel free to reach out via email admin@balsamchutes.com.

Thank you for making our road a lovely place to live.

Holly Strickland
President, Balsam Chutes Rd Assoc.


Road Fees Increase:

At the AGM in June of 2023 the Membership voted to increase road fees for 2024 as follows:

Occupied Lots – increase to $600 + HST

Vacant Lots – 
increase to $450 + HST
























Please consider…

We would advise all residents to visit the Town of Huntsville website, www.huntsville.ca and read "Home property and planning". There you will find valuable information on garbage schedules, short term rentals, noise bylaws, outdoor burning rules, dog control, maps, road shore allowance (*important for river lots) and property information. 

As we all reside in the Town of Huntsville these rules are in place to ensure cohesive neighborly living.


Garbage Pickup           
[image: Garbage with solid fill]Starting November 2nd, biweekly garbage pickup begins for the winter season. From that date forward, residents may place up to 2 garbage bags biweekly by 7am. 
Recycle and green bin pickup remains weekly. 
For more information, please visit www.muskoka.on.ca.
Please remember to use enclosed containers or cover with a sheet/tarp to prevent wildlife from making a mess.

FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations)
BCRA have renewed our membership with FOCA﻿.  This year they have improved their platform so individual members can access the entire FOCA website.  
Please use the link below so your BCRA family can access the full complement of FOCA’s membership benefits, articles and information.
Click this link now to create your own personal Username and Password for FOCA member benefits:
https://foca.on.ca/register/member-association/?ca=a5a06464d9a8a3bfb54daddb18ede81f
The following document is an example of information FOCA shares.
smart-ride-safe-ride-ATV-1.pdf (foca.on.ca)


Winter Reminders                                  
[image: Tree in the winter]As per the Town of Huntsville bylaws there is no parking on the road during winter months. Do not push the snow from your driveway into the snowbank across the road. Instead, pile all snow from your driveway and walkways on your property. This will help reduce the amount of snow put back onto your driveway during snow removal from the road. 
Additionally, if you hire a company to clear your driveway, please make sure to communicate this request to them.
Lastly, on garbage day, place your garbage/recycling/green bin containers close to the edge of the road but not so close as to interfere with snow removal. On behalf of our snow removal company, thank you for helping keep our road safe & clear of snow.

[image: Road with solid fill]Road MaintenanceAre You 72 Hours Ready?

Our preparedness was tested to the extreme last Christmas with a lengthy power outage and large extended snowfall. Looking ahead to this winter, keep in mind it may take emergency workers some time to provide help.
You should have an emergency plan and be prepared to take care of yourself and your family for a minimum of 72 hours.
Here’s what you should include in a basic emergency kit: 
• Water, non-perishable food & manual can opener
• Wind-up or battery-powered flashlight & radio with extra batteries
• First aid kit 
• Extra items: 
· candles & matches/lighter
· change of clothing & footwear for each household member
· sleeping bag/warm blanket for each household member
· toiletries, hand sanitizer, toilet paper
· utensils
· garbage bags
· water purifying tablets
· basic tools (hammer, pliers, wrench, screwdrivers, work gloves, pocketknife)
· small fuel-operated stove & fuel
· whistle or air horn
· duct tape 
• Special Needs: pet food, prescription medications, infant formula, equipment for people with disabilities 
• Extra house & car keys
• Cash: include smaller bills such as $10 bills and change
For more information visit: www.getprepared.gc.ca

We are pleased to report that in 2023 the ongoing improvements to the road surface allowed better conditions for longer periods before the potholes return.
Our current road contractor CATT also installed a new cross culvert near 455 to improve drainage in that section. The challenges to upgrade this road are many, so incremental improvements within our budget has been the action plan. 
The high traffic volumes, constant heavy equipment, excessive speed & poor drainage impede maintenance, so all we can do is keep grading, improving drainage, and adding gravel to this class 3 road. The road association has also outsourced local contractors when possible to better manage costs and quality of work.
Please be aware that in order to maintain a safe road width it is imperative that all garbage containers, signs, decorations and shrubs be at least 1 metre from the edge of the road to allow for grading operations and winter plowing which allows the snowbanks to be pushed back.  The road allowance is 66 feet, the same as regular roads.
We are currently assessing action to enact a road restriction to service vehicles only during the spring melt from late March until early May. The past two years has seen multiple build projects that have decimated sections of the road and have cost the Association in undue road repairs. 

Community Safety Reminder

For those who are unaware, last fall there was a break-in to a seasonal residence on our road.

Please take steps to ensure the 
Safety of your property.

Security Cameras & Lighting may be a deterrent
for theft and break-ins.

If you are going away for a prolonged period,
you may want to consider letting a neighbour know
so they can keep an eye on your property.
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Please respect the posted speed limit of 30km/hr!!
(And remind your visitors, delivery drivers and renters to do the same.)

We have a number of families with children, as well as dog walkers, cyclists, school kids and other pedestrians using the road. Recent posts to our Facebook page have raised a red flag to reckless behaviour by some.
This is a private road with no enforcement tools available so all we can do is advise pedestrians, cyclists, and residents to use extreme caution on the road. Pedestrians, please remember to walk on the left, facing traffic. Reflective clothing and blinking lights are suggested.
[image: Slow Down Free Stock Photo - Public Domain Pictures]



Snow Removal

In trying to reduce cost and reduce the snowpack on the road to improve the road width and surface, the Board looked into a hybrid model of using Muskoka Landscapers for day-to-day snow removal and using C.A.A.T for snow pack grading and bank pushback. Muskoka Landscapers, without any discussion, cancelled the remainder of our contract - we had two years left.
This left us without a day to day plowing contractor and C.A.A.T. does not do day to day snow removal nor do they carry snow plowing insurance. 
However, the Board was able to solidify and sign a one (1) year contract for snow clearing with Windermere Garden Centre. You may have seen one of their trucks putting out road marking stakes. The road will be cleared by truck and blade with an occasional grading by C.A.A.T.  Grading will push back snowbanks and will scrape down the snowpack for less slush and better melt. This may also decrease the amount of sand required. This change of contractors will result in a cost savings, how much will be determined at the end of the season. Any savings will go into road maintenance and improvements next summer.
We regret to add that Muskoka Landscapers will not be doing driveway clearing. However, Windemere Garden Center may take some driveways on. Please contact them if you are interested. We also encourage Members to share the names of local individuals who clear driveways on the community Facebook page.


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

We’d love to have you…

If you feel you have a particular skill, time to contribute to your community or are looking to meet some of your neighbours and are interested in volunteer opportunities, please contact admin@balsamchutes.com
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