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Dates to remember…

November 3, 2022
Last day of weekly garbage pickup

November 10, 2022
Weekly green bin collection begins

March 31, 2023
Road fees due
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If you need to drop off your garbage, the Rosewarne Landfill site is located just off Taylor Road @ 1062 Rosewarne Drive, Bracebridge
Hours:
Mon- Fri 	8am-4:30pm
Sat 	9am-4:30pm
Sun	11am-4:30pm



Have A Pet?
It is your responsibility to keep your pets on your property and not running loose. Complaints of excessive barking and running at large are handled by the Town of Huntsville (bylaw # 2005148) by phoning 705-789-1751

Message from the President
I love living here! I do. I love sitting on the warm rocky shore of the chutes, watching the kids play in the water. I love the absolutely spectacular colours in the fall, and this year’s were particularly vibrant. I also love winter and all the activities we do right out our door snowshoeing, skiing, snowmobiling, tobogganing and bird and wildlife watching. We are just so fortunate to have made Balsam Chutes our home almost 20 years ago.
I know the road is not perfect. It’s sometimes rough and muddy, but I like to think that the benefits of living here out weight the minor inconvenience of the road and I know that over the years the road has improved, noticeably.
What many people don't realize is that maintaining the road is more than just arranging to apply material. (Which is a herculean task these days.) We are a Non-For-Profit Corporation, registered with the Province of Ontario. This means registering our Board of Directors every year and ensuring that our books are kept up to date (Thank you to Faye French of French's Bookkeeping.) It means abiding by the laws that govern NFP's in Ontario and updating our by-laws to meet the new Ontario’s Not-for-Profit Corporations Act (ONCA) that replaced the old Ontario’s Corporations Act. It means working with our insurance company to practice due diligence when it comes to signage and road safety. It means working with local authorities to ensure the expectations we have on the road are enforced. And it means communicating with the Membership.
All that said, we continue to strive for better. Better fee collection—we are happy to report over 80% of fees were collected for 2022, and we continue to work with Dixon Commercial Investigators to collect outstanding fees from past years. Better road maintenance—this past summer we installed new culverts and laid over 1000 tons of gravel and we are currently working on signing a three-year contract for both winter snow removal and summer road upgrading. Better communication-through newsletters, email, and social media and the launch of a new website. I know at times it may seem like there is nothing happening however, we are constantly working towards our three goals of accountability and fee collections, road maintenance and upgrading and creating a sense of community.
The Board is made up of an incredible group of individuals, all of whom I now call friends, and yet another reason why I love living here. We volunteer to represent all our interests and to maintain the road for all our use and our property’s safekeeping. It's a beautiful road that we have chosen to live on. Thank you for your trust and support and as always please feel free to contact us via e-mail admin@balsamchutes.com or in person if you have any questions or concerns.
Kind regards,
Holly Strickland,
President, Balsam Chutes Rd Assoc.

Road Fees Increase:

At the AGM in May of 2022 the Membership voted to increase road fees. The original motion tabled by the Board was as follows:

Occupied Lots – increase to $450 + HST in 2023, increasing by $50 in both 2024 and 2025
Vacant Lots – increase to $250 + HST as of 2023

The motion was amended pursuant to the discussion and approved as follows:
Occupied Lots to increase to $375 + HST in 2023
Vacant Lots to increase to $250 + HST in 2023
Revisit fees for 2024

As with all things, the materials and services for the road have increased at an alarming rate. The Board anticipates the need to raise fees again in 2024.
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KEEP AN EYE OUT…
Board members are working on an update to our website
www.balsamchutes.com 



If you are interested in volunteer opportunities with the board, please contact admin@balsamchutes.com  

Garbage Program Update           
Starting November 3rd, biweekly garbage pickup begins for the winter season. In accordance with changes made by the District of Muskoka, from that date forward, residents may place up to 2 garbage bags biweekly by 7am. Garbage Bag Tags are available at a cost of $8 each for instances you may produce more garbage than normal, instead of a trip to a waste facility.
For more information on these changes and purchasing Garbage Bag Tags, please visit www.muskoka.on.ca.
Recycle pickup remains weekly.
Please remember to use enclosed containers or cover with a sheet/tarp to prevent wildlife from making a mess.

New Green Bin Collection Program
The District of Muskoka has delivered a new green bin to each property on the road in preparation for the expanded curbside collection program to divert food and organic waste from our landfill. Please be sure to read the material found inside your green bin for information regarding the do’s and don’ts of green bin waste.
Weekly green bin collection starts on November 7th.
For questions, please contact waste@muskoka.on.ca

Your Drinking Water
Regular testing of your drinking water is recommended.  The best time to sample your well water is when there is the greatest chance of contamination: 
· early spring just after the thaw
· in fall rainy season
· after a long dry spell or drought
· after heavy rains, floods
· after your well has not been used for a long period of time.
The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) provides water sampling kits free of charge. You can pick up a test bottle, take a sample then return it to the local SMDHU.
The closest offices are at 5 Pineridge Gate, Gravenhurst and 34 Chaffey Street, Huntsville. For more information regarding drinking water testing in Muskoka, call 1-877-721-7520 or visit www.smdhu. 
Your sample will be tested for certain bacteria that indicate whether there may be disease-causing microorganisms (E. coli & coliform) in your water. For more detailed information on well water testing, visit https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/healthy-living/water-talk-test-well.html
Fall Road MaintenanceAre You 72 Hours Ready?

Winter storms cause regular power outages in Muskoka and other emergencies can happen.
Under these conditions, it may take emergency workers some time to provide help.
You should have an emergency plan and be prepared to take care of yourself and your family for a minimum of 72 hours.
Here’s what you should include in a basic emergency kit: 
• Water, non-perishable food & manual can opener
• Wind-up or battery-powered flashlight & radio with extra batteries
• First aid kit 
• Extra items: 
· candles & matches/lighter
· change of clothing & footwear for each household member
· sleeping bag/warm blanket for each household member
· toiletries, hand sanitizer, toilet paper
· utensils
· garbage bags
· water purifying tablets
· basic tools (hammer, pliers, wrench, screwdrivers, work gloves, pocketknife)
· small fuel-operated stove & fuel
· whistle or air horn
· duct tape 
• Special Needs: pet food, prescription medications, infant formula, equipment for people with disabilities 
• Extra keys for your car and house 
• Cash: include smaller bills such as $10 bills and change
For more information visit: www.getprepared.gc.ca

This October we had CATT do the road grading as well as compaction with a roller to improve the road surface. No new gravel was added at this time. Unfortunately, the base and existing foundation cannot sustain the constant traffic and heavy load haulage without more damage resulting. This past spring a number of tree stumps and logs were pulled out to give you an idea of what is under the road surface. We are currently working with CATT to provide a 2-year plan which will provide a systematic improvement to drainage, culverts and gravel placement/grading giving us best value for dollars spent. 
An issue we ran into this summer when doing ditch improvements was the placement of the Lakeland fiber optic cable.  It has been laid in most sections of the road right along the same route as the ditch which presents a problem limiting the scope of what can be done moving forward. A quick look at many driveways reveals a very inconsistent (not to standard) placement of culverts/no culverts and drainage issues. Also, improved signage, roadside brush clearing and road widening in spots are on the table.
We will continue to rely on reputable contractors with the expertise and equipment to balance the road improvement requirements within our budget. Accept the fact that you live on an old cottage road that was never built to standard and would cost millions to upgrade. Our road fees are among the lowest across Ontario and provide you with year-round access to your homes and reflect the increased value of real estate here. Constructive opinions and help are always welcome. 
Dust Mitigation Update
At this year's AGM it was mentioned that the BCRA would look into dust treatment for the road. The only local contractor is BOSS out of Gravenhurst. The quote to do 2 minimum applications of calcium chloride was $20,000 or one application of oil for $25,000. This is not even an option given our budget.
An alternative was to do it ourselves with a water tote and some plumbing for $300. This was tried as a proof of concept, and it works.
We will put out a bid next year to find someone willing to do this operation based locally
SNOW REMOVAL

The Board has signed a       3-year contract with Muskoka Landscapers for winter snow removal and sanding of the road.
They will be storing a tractor and blower, as well as sand, on a designated homeowner’s property for the duration of the season.
As anticipated, the cost has the potential to be significantly higher than previous years if we have a lot of snow this winter.
We have the opportunity to offset this increase if 15 or more property owners sign up to have their driveways blown. The cost will be approximately $500 for the season. Each property owner will deal directly with Muskoka Landscapers and have their own individual contract.
If you are interested in having your driveway blown, please contact Muskoka Landscapers directly as soon as possible: 
colin@muskokalandscapers.ca
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Winter Reminders [image: A snowflake][image: A snowflake][image: A snowflake]                                            
As per the Town of Huntsville bylaws there is no parking on the road during winter months. Do not push the snow from your driveway into the snowbank across the road. Doing so narrows the road, causes issues with snow removal from the road and can lead to accidents. Instead, pile all snow from your driveway and walkways on your property. This will help reduce the amount of snow put back onto your driveway during snow removal from the road. 
Additionally, if you hire a company to clear your driveway, please make sure to communicate this request to them.
You can also help by not parking on the road, especially during or after a snowfall as it makes it difficult to remove snow from the road.
Lastly, on garbage day, place your garbage/recycling/green bin containers close to the edge of the road but not so close as to interfere with snow removal. On behalf of our snow removal company, thank you for helping keep our road safe & clear of snow.

[image: Slow Down Free Stock Photo - Public Domain Pictures]
Road Safety
The posted speed limit is 30 km/hr for a 
number of reasons:
· the restricted sight lines
· hidden driveways
· gravel road
· pedestrians
· our liability insurance policy
The highway traffic act does not apply on a privately maintained road however the criminal code does. We have been working with our local OPP detachment in order to mitigate the issue along with more speed limit signs and other options such as speed monitoring signs (expensive to rent), installed speed bumps (even the potholes do not slow aggressive drivers), using a live web cam and issuing trespassing letters.
The traffic on this road has increased so dramatically and users include delivery vehicles, services, heavy dump/construction trucks, contractors, Air B&B guests as well as daily commuters. Recent speed monitoring has shown many drivers to be travelling 60 km/hr with a few exceeding 80 km/hr (which is stunting!) Speeding on the road is a serious issue.
Please be aware that we now have a number of school kids and newborns in strollers using this road. Be a good neighbor and drive EZ on your own street.
Constructive ideas on this issue are welcome.
image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image7.png




image8.svg
                                                                                         


image9.png




image10.svg
  


image11.png




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.gif




